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EACP ADDRESSES

MESSAGE FROM THE
NEWSLETTER EDITOR

President
Vytis Silius
Centre of Oriental Studies
Vilnius University, Lithuania
E-mail: vytis.Silius@oc.vu.lt

With this second newsletter, the
‘European Association for Chinese
Philosophy’ has entered its second
working year and is looking forward
to its first ‘Biannual Conference’ on
which you will find more information
further on.

Vice President
Ralph Weber
Institute for European Global Studies
University of Basel
E-mail: ralph.weber@unibas.ch

In these digital times, information on
the Association and its activities is
regularly updated on the EACP website (http://www.ea-cp.eu/) that has
thus become the major means of communication among the association’s
members.

Secretary
Bart Dessein
Department of Languages and Cultures,
Ghent University
Ghent, Belgium
E-mail: bart.dessein@ugent.be

Starting with this second newsletter,
an overview of recent publications by
the EACP members will be included.
We therefore kindly ask all EACP
members to send the bibliographical
references of their latest publications
to the Newsletter Editor. Also announcements of workshops, conferences
and other events in the field of
Chinese philosophy are welcome.

Treasurer
Helena Motoh
University of Primorska, Faculty of
Humanities
Koper, Slovenia
E-mail: helena.motoh@guest.arnes.si

Webmasters
Matej Zima
Faculty of Arts, Ljubljana University
Ljubljana, Slovenia
E-mail: matej.zima@guest.arnes.si

As always, a newsletter is and will
remain the product of its members.
For the benefit of all those interested
in Chinese philosophy, I therefore
kindly invite you to send me any information of which you think it might
be of interest for your colleagues in
Chinese philosophy for inclusion in
the association’s newsletter.

Mitja Podreka
Faculty of Arts, Ljubljana University
Ljubljana, Slovenia
E-mail: mitja.podreka@ff.uni-lj.si

Contributions should be sent by Email. Please remember to check your
copy carefully before sending it.
Workshop and conference reports
should not exceed 600 words. Calls
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for papers should not exceed 100
words. Remember to include all relevant information when contributing
new book titles (author, title, publication place, publisher, year, pp.,
price in EURO and ISBN). Names and
titles in non-Latin script (Cyrillic,
Chinese, …) are welcome provided
that the author’s name is in transcription and a short content summary
in English is included.
Every effort is made to include all relevant news, but the Editor reserves the
right to edit all contributions for publication.

The primary goal of the Association,
which aims to encourage and advance
all academic and scholarly activities
related to Chinese philosophy in all
European countries and beyond, is to
open a dialogue between scholars of
Asian (especially Chinese) intellectual
history and create and maintain a platform for fruitful cooperation and exchange of ideas. Thus, one of the main
tasks of the EACP is to organize biannual conferences on Chinese
thought.
I am extremely happy to announce
that the first EACP conference entitled
“Thinking across Borders: Philosophy
and China” was a great success. It
took place between 9th and 11th June
2016 at the Lithuanian Vilnius University, which was founded in 1579 and
is thus one of the oldest and most
famous establishments of higher education in Eastern and Central Europe.
This first EACP conference was organized by Vyitis Silius, who was the
vice-president of the association and
was now elected new president on the
General assembly that also took place
at the conference. Hence, this is the
last Letter of the President I am
writing to the EACP members in this
position. At this opportunity, I want to
congratulate the new president for his
election and wish him a lot of success
for his future activities. Simultaneously, I would like to express my
sincere gratitude to him for organizing
such a significant, interesting and
beautiful event, which will doubtless
become an important part of the historical memory of our young association.

Newsletter Editor
Bart Dessein, Department of Languages
and
Cultures,
Ghent
University,
Blandijnberg 2, B-9000 Gent, Belgium.
Tel. +32 9 264 39 90
Fax +32 9 264 41 94
E-mail: Bart.Dessein@UGent.be

NEXT COPY DEADLINE:
December 15, 2016
NEXT ISSUE:
January 2017

REPORT FROM THE
PRESIDENT
Dear EACP members!
I am pleased to greet you once again
in this second newsletter of our
European Association of Chinese Philosophy, which was officially founded
in February 2014 in Ljubljana,
Slovenia.
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You can find additional information in
the new president’s report on the conference in this newsletter as well as on
the EACP conference website. In this
letter, however, I would also like to
draw your attention to some of the
past conferences and other forms of
international academic meetings that
were organized or co-organized by
EACP members in 2015 and 2016.
The information about them and their
descriptions can be found on the Announcement page at the website of
EACP.

few objective, universally valid values,
is of utmost importance for those
Western scholars concerned with Chinese philosophy. While the value-systems that shape modern Western societies are based upon concepts such
as individualism and free will, East
Asian societies were dominated by a
strong sense of familism and belonging to a community (and, to a certain extent, still are). These concepts
and identification patterns represent
the foundations for various value system(s), which should thus be seen as
relative. In order for this relativezation to take place, we need to obtain a n insight into the conceptual
structures and connections among the
concrete historic, economic, political
and cultural (philosophical) systems
that underlie the Chinese social reality.
The awareness of these underlying
foundations – which inevitably also
influence the basic theoretical approaches, methods and conceptual
framework – constitute a platform that
allows for the understanding of Chinese philosophy on its most profound
levels.

In addition, the EACP members have
published numerous academic essays,
books and collections on various
topics connected to Chinese and
broader East Asian intellectual history.
However, this first two years were not
crucial only in regard to our rich academic harvest: the excitement I feel
about these issues is not about expansion. It is about improvement! The
proper methodology for studying
Chinese philosophy – which is still
interpreted primarily from the perspective of traditional Western social
sciences and humanities – is found
not only in the recognition of a
"different theoretical model", but in
the relativization of the value systems and perception structures. What
do I mean when I mention the necessity of relativizing values? This
does by no means mean that all values
are equally important, applicable and
realizable. Some of them are even
highly problematic and cannot be justified by their specific cultural backgrounds. However, since the dominant
discourses in Western philosophical
theory are based on the concept of
truth, the awareness that there are very

Intercultural research in the field of
Chinese philosophy should approach
the Chinese cultural and linguistic
area through its own language and
texts. Such an approach is of key importance, for this is the only way (at
least within the frame created by the
very essence of Western methodologies) in which we can overcome the
absolute dichotomy between the active subject and the passive object in
cultural research. In Chinese language
the use of primary sources provides
an insight into the structure of issues
and interpretations that are charac-
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teristic of the socialization process, as
well as the contents and methodological approaches that form the research subjects.

cooperation with individual researchers, academic institutions and foundations with an interest in the fruitful
development of research in Chinese
philosophy. Hence, I would like to
thank all of our committed members
who have joined us on our journey so
far! And – since our future depends on
what we are doing today, I would like
to conclude by paraphrasing Søren
Kierkegaard, exposing that in order to
develop, our life must be lived forwards. On the other hand, the EACP is
committed to the exploration of Chinese intellectual history, because life
can only be understood backwards.
The main driving force that guides this
understanding is our curiosity. In spite
of the increasingly mechanistic and
profit-oriented evaluations of our academic work in our globalized world,
we should not give it up. Each day, it
should guide us through the opaque
jungle of questions, connected with
the marvelous structure of reality, and
the mysteries of life. In this sense, I
wish all of you a great, productive and
active 2016, full of curiosity and exciting findings!

Another difficulty found in the research of classical philosophy is the
understanding and mediating of traditional contents, both oral and textual,
which are structured in accordance
with the various grammatical and
semantic systems. The essential postulates of modern academic discourses (as well as the methodologies deriving from them) continue
to be a part of the “indisputable”
discourses of the Western (especially
European) tradition. Trying to squeeze
the different aspects of various ‘nonEuropean’ realities into such formal
templates and procedures can lead
the researcher to an interpretative
dead-end or, even worse, result in a
total misconstruction of the subject
matter. At the same time, if we wish
to communicate the results of our researches in a way that can be understood by the general academic community, we must adhere to these procedures and templates.

And last, but not least – I am looking
forward very much to meeting you
again at the second EACP conference,
which will take place in Basel (Switzerland) in September 2017 and will
be organized by Ralph Weber.

The EACP has a rare opportunity to
develop novel capabilities that will
lead to a new era in the research of
Chinese philosophy and strengthen the
existing programs that make us unique
and impactful. The new capacity and
additional talents, which will be encouraged through the Young Scholars
Award, can undoubtedly improve the
future research of Chinese intellectual
history in Europe and beyond. With
their help we hope to ensure a greater
impact in the years ahead, but this will
happen only with partnerships and in

Jana S. Rošker
EACP president (2014 –2016)
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REPORT OF THE INAUGURAL
CONFERENCE OF THE EACP AT
VILNIUS UNIVERSITY

the Award was later selected by vote
of the Board of EACP and announced
during the Closing ceremony of the
Conference. Joseph Ciaudo was selected as the winner of YSA of the Inaugural Conference of EACP and
awarded with a 1000 EUR prize. Two
other finalists each was awarded with
500 EUR prizes.

“THINKING ACROSS THE BORDERS:
PHILOSOPHY AND CHINA”

The inaugural conference of the EACP
took place on June 9–11, 2016, at Vilnius University (Lithuania). The chair
of the organizational committee of the
conference was Vytis Silius, the vice
president of EACP. The organization
of the Conference was financially supported by Vilnius University Confucius Institute, the Directorate for Research and Innovation of Vilnius
University and a private sponsor.

The collection of articles will be
prepared for publishing in two journals: Asian Studies (University of
Ljubljana) and Problemos (Vilnius
University).
The Board Meeting and the 2nd session
of the General Assembly also were
held during the Conference. The
Regional Representatives of EACP
have been invited to take part at the
Board Meeting without the voting
rights. The Board has decided that the
2nd Conference of EACP will be held
in September, 2017 at the University
of Basel, and will be organized by
Ralph Weber. In order not to have
biennial conferences of EACP at the
same year as the biennial conferences
of the European Association for
Chinese Studies (EACS), the beginning of the cycle for EACP Conferences was decided to shift to 2017,
considering the year 2016-2017 as a
transition period. As the Chair of the
Organizational Committee of the 2nd
Conference of EACP, Ralph Weber,
University of Basel, has been voted by
the Board to become a new Vice
President of EACP. From 2017 onwards the EACP conferences will be
taking place every 2 years. It was decided that the place of the future conferences will be rotating with an aim
of balancing the initiatives among different regions of Europe.

The Conference had 62 participants
from more than 20 different countries
and regions, presenting papers in 18
panels. In the Opening Ceremony all
participants were greeted by the Vice
Rector of Vilnius University prof.
Nijolė Radavičienė, the Director of the
Centre of Oriental Studies at Vilnius
University prof. Valdas Jaskūnas, the
Director of Vilnius University Confucius Institute prof. Audrius Beinorius, and the President of EACP prof.
Jana Rošker. The invited keynote
speakers of the Conference included
prof. Carine Defoort, Leuven University, and prof. Peng Guoxiang, Zhejiang University.
The special panel of Young Scholar
Award (YSA) was held during the
Conference, where the finalists of
YSA – Joseph Ciaudo from Inalco
(ASIEs) and Université de Strasbourg,
Richard J. Sage from LMU Munich,
and YUAN Ai from University of
Oxford – presented their papers submitted for the Award. The winner of
6

During the 2nd session of the General
Assembly of EACP following decision were made:

- President: Vytis Silius
- Vice president: Ralph Weber
- Treasurer: Helena Motoh

1. The mandate of the first President
of EACP Jana Rošker has come to an
end with the completion of the Inaugural Conference, thus the Board
has suggested Vytis Silius (Vilnius
University) as a candidate for the position. The General Assembly has
voted to appoint Vytis Silius for President of EACP for the transition
period until 2017.

- Secretary: Bart Dessein
The program of the Inaugural
Conference of EACP can be accessed
at
http://www.oc.vu.lt/dokumentai/EAC
P2016_program_long_su_welcome_s
peech.pdf .
The Book of Abstracts of the
Inaugural Conference of EACP can be
accessed
at
http://www.oc.vu.lt/dokumentai/book_
of_abstracts_EACP_2016_Vilnius.pdf.

2. Ralph Weber (University of Basel)
was introduced to the General Assembly as the new Vice President of
EACP and the organizer of the 2nd
Conference of EACP at University of
Basel.

RECENT PUBLICATIONS
BY EACP MEMBERS
3. The General Assembly has extended the mandate of the present
Board members for one more year to
fill in the transition period until the 2nd
Conference of EACP. The Board consists of the following members:

Chakrabarti, Arindam and Weber, Ralph
(eds.) (2015). Comparative Philosophy
without Borders. London and New York:
Bloomsbury Academic.

- Jana Rošker, University of Ljubljana

Dessein, Bart (2014). “Faith and Politics:
(New) Confucianism as Civil Religion”,
Asian Studies 18/1, pp.39-64.

- Vytis Silius, Vilnius University
- Helena Motoh, University of Primorska

Dessein, Bart (2015). “Confucianized
Rationality: Some Reflections on East Asia,
Wisdom, and Science”, in Contemporary
East Asia and the Confucian Revival. Edited
by Jana S. Rošker and Maja Veselič.
Newcastle upon Tyne: Cambridge Scholars
Publishing, pp.xxv-xl

- Bart Dessein, Ghent University
R- Ralph Weber, University of Basel
- Ivana Buljan, University of Zagreb
- Lun Du, University of DuisburgEssen

Dessein, Bart (2015). “Contending for the
truth: Confucianism in the contemporary
PRC”, in Contemporary East Asia and the
Confucian Revival. Edited by Jana S. Rošker

4. The Executive Committee, which
represents the central part of the Board,
consists of the following members:
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and Maja Veselič. Newcastle upon Tyne:
Cambridge Scholars Publishing, pp.191-212.

Rošker, Jana S. “Classical Chinese
Logic”. Philosophy compass, ISSN 17479991, May 2015, vol. 10, issue 5, str. 301309.
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/p
hc3.12226/abstract;jsessionid=E02CBEB540
24DAB44182934013D17589.f03t04,
doi:10.1111/phc3.12226.
[COBISS.SIID 57377634]

Dessein, Bart (2015). Book review of A
Confucian Constitutional Order: How
China’s Ancient Past can shape its Political
Future, by Jiang Qing, Princeton: Princeton
University Press. In: Journal of Chinese
Philosophy 41/1, pp.214-217.

Rošker, Jana S. “Modern Confucianism and
Chinese
Theories
of
Modernization”. Philosophy compass, ISSN
1747-9991, 2015, vol. 10, is. 8, p. 510522. http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.11
11/phc3.12241/abstract,
doi: 10.1111/phc3.12241.
[COBISS.SIID 58175330]

Du, Lun 杜崙 (2015). “先秦儒家表达“政
治合法性”的概念:道、义、礼”，载于常
士訚、曹海军主编：《比较政治研究》，
第一辑，天津人民出版社.
Du, Lun 杜崙 (2015). “先秦儒家“德政”与
“礼治”思想对当今建立法治国家的意义
”. 载《国际汉学》/ 3.
Du, Lun 杜 崙 (2015). “Menschlichkeit:
Wesen und Aufgabe des Menschen“, in
Weltphilosophien im Gespräch, Band 11.
edited by Claudia Bickmann and M. Wirtz.
Nordhausen 2014.

Rošker, Jana S. “Specific Features of
Chinese Logic”. Synthesis philosophica,
ISSN 1848-2317., vol. 29, no. 1, str. 2340.http://hrcak.srce.hr/index.php?show=toc&
id_broj=11199. [COBISS.SI-ID 57386850]

Rošker, Jana S. “Three-legged Chickens and
Horses, which are not Horses: Theories and
Paradoxes of the Ancient Chinese School of
Names”. Anali PAZU HD, ISSN 2386-0219.
[Tiskana izd.], 2015, letn. 1, št. 1, str. 57-81.
[COBISS.SI-ID 57559394] (In Slovene).

Rošker, Jana S. “Intercultural Methodology
in Researching Chinese Philosophy”. Zhéxué
yěu wénhuà yuèkäan, ISSN 1015-8383, 2015,
vol. 42, no. 3, str. 55-76. [COBISS.SIID 57202530]
Rošker, Jana S. and Veselič, Maja (2015).
Contemporary East Asia and the Confucian
Revival. Cambridge: Cambridge Scholars
Publishing.

Rošker, Jana S. “Structuralism and its
Chinese Ancestors: Traditional Chinese
Perception Theories and the Concept of
Structure (li)” Anali PAZU HD, ISSN 24638005. 1 / 2, p. 127-140. http://hd.analipazu.si/?q=sl/node/148.
[COBISS.SIID 59287138] (In Slovene).

Rošker, Jana S. (2016). The Rebirth of the
Moral Self. The Second Generation of
Modern Confucians and their Modernization
Discourses. Hong Kong: Chinese University
Press.

Rošker, Jana S. “Kua wenhua yanjiu de yixie
wenti: Zhongguo zhexuede fangfa lun wei
li”, Hanxue yanjiu, 2015, [Vol.] 18, str. 6-16.
[COBISS.SI-ID 58494562]

Wang, Hui and Rošker, Jana S (2015). Wang
Hui and the Question of Modernity and
Democracy in China. Studia Humanitatis
Asiatica. Ljubljana: Znanstvena založba
Filozofske fakultete.

Rošker, Jana S. “Two Models of Structural
Epistemology:
Russell
and
Zhang
Dongsun”. International communication of
Chinese culture, ISSN 2197-4241, 2015, vol.
2, iss. 2, p. 120-121.
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s406
36-015-0020-3,
doi: 10.1007/s40636-0150020-3. [COBISS.SI-ID 58169954]

Weber, Ralph (2015). “Authority: Of
German Rhinos and Chinese Tigers”, in
Comparative Philosophy without Borders.
Edited by Arindam Chakrabarti and Ralph
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Weber. London and New York: Bloomsbury
Academic, pp.143-174.
Weber, Ralph (2015). “Confucian Political
Philosophy for Non-Confucians”, Frontiers
of Philosophy in China, Vol. 10, No. 4,
pp.547-567.
Weber, Ralph (2015). “Representing
Tradition: An Analysis of Tu Weiming’s
Confucianism”,
International
Communication of Chinese Culture. 32 pp.:
online first: DOI 10.1007/s40636-015-0041y.
Weber, Ralph (2015). “On Comparing
Ancient Chinese and Greek Ethics: The
tertium comparationis as Tool of Analysis
and Evaluation”, in The Good Life and
Conceptions of Life in Early China and
Græco-Roman Antiquity. Edited by Richard
King. Berlin: De Gruyter, pp.29-56.
Weber, Ralph (2015). “In Search of
Numbers and Substance: On a Current
Confucian Revival in the PRC”, in
Contemporary East Asia and the Confucian
Revival. Edited by Jana S. Rošker and Maja
Veselič. Newcastle upon Tyne: Cambridge
Scholars Publishing, pp.171-190.
Weber, Ralph (2015). “Controversy over
'Jullien': or where and what is China,
philosophically speaking?”, Journal of
Chinese Philosophy, Vol. 41, No. 3/4,
pp.361-377.
Weber, Ralph (2015). Book review of On the
Universal, the Uniform, the Common and
Dialogue between Cultures, by François
Jullien, trans. Michael Richardson and
Krzystof Fijalkowski, Cambridge: Polity
Press, 2014. In: Notre Dame Philosophical
Reviews,
2015,
online:
https://ndpr.nd.edu/news/60246-on-theuniversal-the-uniform-the-common-anddialogue-between-cultures/
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EACP Membership Payment
If you would like to become a member of the European Association for Chinese Philosophy, please:
1. Create a user account at the EACP page (http://ea-cp.eu/user/register).
2. Complete the application form (You must be logged in to view the form. Please be sure to
include all the required information).
3. After your membership is approved, you will be notified immediately.
4. The payment of the membership fee should be done to the EACP account according to the
instructions at: http://ea-cp.eu/members/membership-fee.
5. You will become an active member after the payment of the membership fee.
Welcome!
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